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A LETTER, &c. 


My LoxrD, 


TEE reſpect which I en- 
tertain for your character and office, and 
which I am deſirous of manifeſting in my 
preſent addreſs to you, muſt be appreciated 
from the ſentiments and language of the 
following pages; ſince, if it does not ap- 
pear there, it would be in vain for me (like 
Mr. Polwhele) to employ my firſt page in 
an oſtentatious profeſſion of it. 

I am aware, that on the appearance of 
this pamphlet, it may be aſked, what buſi- 
neſs I have to trouble your Lordſhip with 
my opinions: I can only anſwer, juſt as 
much as Mr. Polwhele had to favor you 
with his. That gentleman, having expe- 
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rienced the inconvenience of correſponding 
with one who poſſeſſed leiſure to anſwer 
him, has of late directed his epiſtolary fa- 
vours to your Lordſhip ; well aſſured, that 
you will be prevented from replying, by 
more honourable and uſeful avocations. 

I cannot ſuppoſe, my Lord, that you 
have been an unintereſted ſpectator of the 
combat to which Mr. Polwhele has pro- 
voked Dr. Hawker ; neither will I preſume 
to ſurmiſe with what ſentiments you may 
have contemplated its progreſs ; unleſs, 
indeed, I venture to aſſure myſelf, that you 


lament the improvident zeal of him, who, 


by beginning the attack, has expoſed him- 
ſelf, the profeſſion which he bears, and the 
cauſe which he is bound to maintain, to the 


contumely of the light-minded and fooliſh. 


It is needleſs, and therefore would be im- 
pertinent for me to remind your Lordſhip, 
that the times in which we live, are “pe- 
rilous” ones that Chriſtianity and its Mi- 
niſters are expoſed to attacks, againſt which 
(under God) the labours of thoſe Miniſters 


muſt conſtitute their ſoundeſt bulwark. 


The repreſſion, therefore, of any proceed- 
ings 
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ings among the Clergy of your Dioceſe, 
which militate againſt the intereſts of that 
ſacred cauſe in which they are engaged, 
muſt doubtleſs form an important exerciſe 
of that epiſcopal juriſdiction, which by 
Divine Providence is delegated to your 
truſt. The deſignation of the high and 
holy office with which you are inveſted, 
imports an authority to employ the moſt 
minute inveſtigation of the conduct of every 
perſon, who is ſubject to your ſpiritual ſu- 
perintendance. I therefore feel confident, 
that I do not make an improper appeal, 
when I thus publicly and ſolemnly call upon 
your Lordſhip to ſtand forward as the arbi- 
trator of a conteſt, which, as it ought never 
to have been begun, cannot too ſpeedily be 
terminated. Let not Mr. Polwhele be ſuf- 
fered any longer to combine in his pages the 


record of a brother's infirmities (if ſuch in- 


deed they be) with that of his own bitter- 
neſs ; neither let Dr. Hawker be called off 
from the duties of his miniſtry, to a vindi- 
cation of his character, from every idle ſtory 
which a diſtempered fancy may fabricate. 

It Dr. Hawker has offended the ſtatutes 
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which he is-bound to obey, your Lordſhip 
will be at no loſs to diſcover the authority 
| to which he is amenable, or the tribunal at 
which he ought to be judged. The bar to 
which he has hitherto been called by Mr. 
P. 1s that of public opinion ; and, my Lord, 
we need not aſk what judges preſide at it; 
nor can we be ignorant that the witneſſes, 
| whoſe atteſtations are beſt received, and moſt 
| credited there, are ſlander, malignity, miſ- 
it repreſentation, and ridicule ; eſpecially, if 
| the accuſed unfortunately happens to be 
| more than ordinarily religious. Allow me, 
| therefore, my Lord, to implore your inter- 
ſl ference ; and ſurely I ſhall not aſk in vain, 
| 
| 
| 
| 


f if it ſhould appear to you, as I think it 

| muſt, that ſuch an interference is neceſſary 
for the vindication of a clergyman's charac- 
ter from unſubſtantiated impeachment. 

| Tam ſorry to find, that Mr. Polwhele hay, 
| dared to inſult your Lordſhip's underſtand- 
ing, by an inſinuation of the doctrine, by 
| the open ſtatement of which he endeavoured 

| in his former letters to cajole the public: 
| I mean, the ridiculous doctrine, that the 
| endeavours of a Miniſter of the Goſpel to 
| 


proclaim 


1 
proclaim the glad tidings of ſalvation, are 
never, on any account, to be employed, 
but within the circumference of his own 
appropriated pulpit, under the penalty of 
his being ſtigmatized as an itinerant fanatic. 
It belongs rather to your Lordſhip's pro- 
vince than mine, to reprove this ſetter- 
forth of ſtrange 'opinions—Strange indeed! 
Mr. Polwhele had need eſtabliſh a claim 
to an infallibility, as compleat as was ever 
imputed to the Papacy, before he ventures 
to expect one convert to his opinion, that 
it is a crime fora Miniſter to accede to the 
earneſt requeſt of a neighbour and a friend, 
who begs him to lend a helping hand in the 
great work which he is anxious to ſee per- 
ftormed.—l1 affirm, and perhaps your Lord- 
ſhip can teſtify with how much juſtice, that 
in the principal inſtance adduced by Mr. P. 
of Dr. Hawker's itinerancy, he (the Dr.) 
occupied the pulpit, not only with the per- 
miſſion, but at the earneſt ſolicitation of the 
Rector of the pariſh.— But, my Lord, if you 
can pardon Mr. Polwhele's intruſion of bis 


miſrepreſentations on your notice; I, ſurely, 


have no right to reſent his preſumption. 
A 4. Permit 
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Permit me, my Lord, with all becoming 
humility and reſpect, to ſuggeſt a few hints 
for your conſideration, which, through the 
neceſlary application of your thoughts to 
more urgent matters, may not yet have 
occurred to you. 

It is manifeſt, from the ſtile in which 
Mr. Polwhele has addreſſed your Lordſhip, 
that he wiſhes to perſuade the public to be- 
lieve, that you approve his attack on Dr. 
Hawker. The inſinuation does you ſo 
much wrong, that every one, that is at all 
acquainted with your character, muſt in- 
ſtantly and indignantly repel it.—lIt is not 
in the power of Mr. Polwhele to induce us 
to credit, for a moment, that you will pa- 
tiently tolerate, {till leſs that you have po- 
ſitively ſanctioned his endeavours, to over- 
whelm a laborious Miniſter of the Goſpel 
with foul obloquy, for doing that, which, 
if it be an error, is one of the judgment, 
and not a vice of the heart. No, my Lord, 
we ſcorn tl:e thought, that one, who graces 
with an apoitolic ſpirit the apoſtohc dignity 
which he inherits, can approve the feuds, 
by which religion bleeds, and her miniſters 

are 
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are harraſſed and degraded.—Indeed, al- 
though Mr. Polwhele flatters himſelf with 
a contrary opinion, I am perſuaded, that 
his firſt and ſecond Letters to Dr. Hawker 
could not have attracted your notice till 
very lately. Had you ſeen either of them 
ſoon after its publication, you would doubt- 
leſs have enjoined its ſuppreſſion ; and re- 
commended the writer of it to ſtudy the 
beautiful exhortation of St. Paul, to put 
* away all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, 
* and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, with all 
% malice.”* You would alſo unqueſtion- 
ably have ſcrutinized the charges adduced 
againſt Dr. Hawker, in order, that if any of 
them could be ſubſtantiated, he might be 
* admoniſhed as a brother.” Had the op- 
portunity offered itſelf to your Lordſhip, of 
| adopting | 
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* It is much to be wiſhed, that at the next Viſitation ; 
which Mr. Polwhele attends, this exhortation might be | 
made the ſubject of the Preacher's admonitions. The 
favor which Mr. P. has conferred upon his brethren, in 
pointing out * that mode of preaching which hecomes a | 
Clergyman,” might then be repaid, by one of his brethren 
inſtructing him in that mode of writing and acting which ; 
becomes ſuch a ſacred character. Whether his diſcourſe 
would be ſuch as Biſhop Buller would have © highly ap- 
proved,” I cannot ſurmiſe: but I think the Great Biſhop | —- 
of ſouls would applaud the man who ſhould faithfully = 

execute ſuch an important duty, | 
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adopting ſuch wiſe, temperate, and apoſtolic 


conduct, it would have furniſhed a pleaſing 
illuſtration of St, Paul's direction to the Co- 


rinthian converts, that they ſhould adjuſt 


their differences among themſelves, and not 
make the unbelieving world the carping 
ſpectators of their controverſial diſcuſſions. 
It is needleſs for me, in writing to your 
Lordſhip, to ſay any thing in vindication of 
Dr. Hawker's character. You know him 
to be indefatigable in diſcharging the duties 


of his important and extenſive pariſh ; and 


that he lives and labours for only one pur- 
poſe, the ſervice of his Lord and Maſter. 
In purſuing this endeavour, he, no doubt, 
uſes ſuch means as appear to his conſcien- 
tious judgment moſt effectual to promote it. 
If, in the ſelection and adoption of thoſe 
means, he is found to differ ſomewhat from 
the generality of his brethren, it becomes 
them well to conſider, whether his practice 
or their's is moſt congenial to the ſpirit of 
the Goſpel, moſt conducive to the purpoſes 
of their ordination, and to the eternal 
welfare of the ſouls committed to their 
charge. 
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J aſſure you, my Lord, it has excited no 


weak emotion of regret among the think 


ing part of mankind, to obſerve, that atri- 
fling informality in doing good attracts fo 
much more odium from the generality of 
perſons, than any irregularity in doing evil : 
that while one Miniſter eſcapes unnoticed, 
or at leaſt unreproved, for deviations from 
the /p:rit of the eſtabliſhment ; another is 
hunted down by the fury even of his own 
brethren, for an omiſſion of one or two of 
the lefs important forms of it. 

Mr. Polwhele pays your Lordſhip-a juſt 
tribute of praiſe, for having well pour- 
* trayed the character of that amphibious 
* Miniſter of the Goſpel, who, though or- 
« dained to the Church, and enjoying its 
*« emoluments, yet betrays, in his doctrines 
„ and demeanor, an attachment to the con- 


e venticle.” It remains for you, my Lord, 


to increaſe the obligation which the reli- 
gious world owe you for this picture, by 
pourtraying, when next you addreſs your 
Clergy, © the character of that amphibious 
** Miniſter of the Goſpel, who, though or- 
e dained to the ſervice of Chriſt, and en- 

te truſted 
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* truſted and appointed to watch over his 
« flock, betrays ſuch a predominant attach- 
* ment to the world, its pleaſures, and its 
profits, as is totally inconſiſtent with the 
* nature of his profeſſion, and incompatible 
* with a faithful diſcharge of its duties.” — 
When this character is drawn, your Lord- 
ſhip may leave it to Mr. Polwhele's “ ha- 
bitual vigilance,” to diſcover if there exiſts 
any perſon to whom it applies. 

The ſtate of the public mind cannot, 
perhaps, be fairly judged, but from the 
combination of ſeveral- different conſidera- 
tions. Our eſtimation of it would be woe- 
ful indeed, did we appreciate its ſoundneſs 
from an obſervation of the aſpects which it 
wears towards certain oppoſite characters 
among the Clergy. It is a fact which defies 
controverſy, that while one Miniſter is wel- 
comed with imiles on his entering a ball- 
room, and gratified with preſentations to 
livings on his return from a ſhooting- party, 
2 horſe- race, or a fox-chace ; another Mi- 
raſter is ſcorned and inſulted, becauſe the 
envy or malevolence of ſome enemy imputes 


to him ſome unimportant omiſſion of cere- 
mony 


(2235) 
mony or form, while he has been zealouſly 
proclaiming the invitations of the Goſpel in 
the ſanctuary of his God, or adminiſtering 
the balm of its conſolations in the chambers 
of the dying. 

In truth, my Lord, the worſt itinerancy 
that I know of, is that of a man rambling, 
or going out of his way (like Mr. Polwhele) 
to violate peace, good manners, and Chriſ- 


tian charity. And the moſt injurious non- 


conformity appears to me to conſiſt in a 
perſon's diſſenting (like Mr. Polwhele) 
from the temper, the practice, and the pre- 
cepts of Chriſt and his Apoſtles. In ſaying 
this, however, I by no means intend to in- 


finuate, but that itinerancy and non-con- 


formity, properly ſo called, meet my firm 
diſapprobation, howſoever or by whom- 
ſoever committed. But I ſhould be alarmed 
for the ſtate of my intellects, had I the folly 
to attach the imputation of theſe faults to 
every one, who complied with the requeſt 
of a brother Clergvman occaſionally to oc- 
cupy his pulpit, or who did not ſcrupu- 
louſly make, what has been called © the law 
of fools,” the ſole ſtandard of his practice. 


I 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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I aſſure you, my Lord, that no man can 
plead for a more compleat conformity to the 
laws of the Church, than that which I am 
defirous of preſerving, and would zealouſly 
inculcate. But—I am not yet arrived at 
that ſtate of arrogance, to expect (like Mr. 
Polwhele) that my private ſentiments are 
to conſtitute a public law, whereby all my 
brethren are to be tried, and, for a tranſ- 
greſſion of which, they are to be called by 
all thoſe hard names, which Mr. Polwhele 
has ſo liberally accumulated on the head of 
Dr. Hawker. Mr. P. ſhould be reminded, 
that ridicule is not the teſt of truth, neither 
is detraction the beſt cure of error. It was 
the opinion of a very wiſe man, that when 
the righteous ſmite and reprove, it is in 
a © friendly” manner.“ 

I 


* On theſe principles, I cannot but diſapprove the ſtile 
aſſumed by a writer, who, under the fignature of Unus 
Solus, has addreſſed Mr. Polwhele, on the ſubje& of his 
intemperate abuſe of Dr. Hawker. If this writer aimed 
at benefiting Mr. P. by making him ſenfible of his faults, 
he has been injudicious in his choice of the means of ac- 
compliſhing this: But if he only defigned to chaſtiſe him, 
he has been as ſucceſsful as he could deſire.— The quota- 
tion from Pope, with which he prefaced the advertiſement 
of his pamphlet, ſo accurately expreſſes the feelings under 
which I have written this letter, that I have adopted a 

part of it ; which, with two additional lines from the ſame 
poem, I have introduced at the head of the title-page. 


„ 


I rejoice to learn from Mr. Polwhele 
himſelf, that his letter to your Lordſhip is 
to cloſe his labours in this controverſy. As 
his war-ſong has been chaunted in ſo loud 
a key, and with ſuch a conſtant recurrence 


of diſcordant tones, methinks, I could have 


wiſhed that his laſt notes had been ſomewhat 
ſofter, ſomewhat ſweeter, ſomewhat better 
calculated to calm the minds, which had 
been ruffled by the ſhrill blaſts which he 
had before been blowing. But my wiſhes 
are formed too 'late, and my regrets are 
fruitleſs. Yet I will not abandon the hope, 
which my heart would fain indulge, that the 
hour may yet arrive, when Mr. Polwhele, 
convinced of his errors, and aſhamed of his 
bitterneſs, ſhall defire nothing ſo ardently, 
as to be allowed to © pour oil and wine” 
into thoſe wounds, which, by his letters, 
he has endeavoured to inflict on the peace 


and reputation of a brother, and a Chriſtian. - 


With this ſentiment on my mind, I de- 
fire to conclude my obſervations on this 
gentleman. If I detain your Lordſhip's no- 
tice a little longer, it will be from a wiſh, 
which I feel, to ſubmit to you a few conſi- 

derations 
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derations on a paſſage quoted by Mr. Pol- 
whele from your late charge, reſpecting a 
doctrine, the maintainers of which muſt 
feel themſelves to be ſomewhat wronged by 
your Lordſhip's ſtatement of it. Your words, 
as quoted by Mr. Polwhele, are theſe— 
« There ariſes in the minds of ſome men, 
ea notion of, I know not what, evangelical 
e righteouſneſs, totally diſtinct from that 
« moral virtue which is properly a part of 
« it, and attainable by ſome ſecret and un- 
te defined communication with the Deity.” 

As your Lordſhip ſo candialy confeſſes 
that you know not what this evangelical 
righteouſneſs is, the notion of which you 
ſo peremptorily condemn, I truſt that I ſhall 
ſtand acquitted of preſumption, if I requeſt 
your permiſſion to ſtate the following cir- 


cumſtances.— In the firſt place, by this 


evangelical righteouſneſs we underſtand no 
other than that, which God declared for 
the remiſſion of ſins' . — that, which is 
through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſ- 


neſs which is of God by faith! that, 
which 


* Romans, iii ch. 25 v. + Philippians, iii, ch. 9 v. 


GG 


which * 1s by faith of Jeſus Chrift unto all 
and upon all that believe“ - that, which 
was declared to be © imputed to all them 


that believe, though they be not circum- 
ciſed' - that which the Apoſtle intends, 


when he ſays, we are made the righ- 


teouſneſs of God in Chriſt” that which 


is faid to be * accounted to us before God 
only, for the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, by faith; and not for our own 
works or deſervings.” Such, my Lord, 
is that evangelical righteouſneſs, of which 
a notion has been, and will, I truſt, long 
continue to be entertained. If thoſe who 
have imbibed this notion, appear ſtill to 
you to be miſled, you will at leaſt allow, 
that they are the dupes of no ordinary de- 
ceivers. 

But, I obſerve, that your Lordſhip ob- 
jects to this righteouſneſs, becauſe it is ſup- 
poſed to be totally diſtin& from that mo- 
ral virtue which you deem to be a part of 
it. That it is diſtin, in one ſenſe, we 

B athrm ; 


* Romans, iii ch. 22 v. + Romans, iv ch. 11 v. 
t 2 Corinth, v ch. 21 v. 
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affirm; but, that it is not diſtinct, in ano- 
ther ſenſe, we not only allow, but maintain. 
This evangelical righteouſneſs may be con- 
ſidered as diſtinct from moral virtue, inaſ- 
much as it is not the ſame with it; for this 
righteouſneſs which belongs to, and is com- 
prehended under the idea of juſtification, is 
not the ſame thing as a moral virtue which 
is a fruit and effect of ſanctification. On 
the other hand, this evangelical righteouſ- 
neſs may be conſidered as nt diſtin from 
moral virtue, if tlie word diſtinct be under- 
ſtood to import ſeparation; for, ſo far are 
they from being totally diſtinct, in this 
ſenſe, that they are, in truth, moſt inti- 
mately connected; this moral virtue, toge- 
ther with all good works, being “ the fruits 
of faith, which follow after juſtification, and 
ſpring out neceſſarily of that true and lively 
faith” whereby we are juſtified. *—But, I 
need not detain your Lordſhip longer on 
this point ; and therefore proceed to notice 
the declaration, that this evangelical righ- 
teouſneſs is ſuppoſed * to be attainable by 

| {ome 
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ſome ſecret and undefined communication 
with the Deity.” I may venture to anſwer, 
in behalf of all the ſupporters of the notion 
objected to by your Lordſhip, that they 
have no idea of this righteouſneſs being at- 
tainable otherwiſe than by faith. Now, 
however-it may be faid of faith, that it is 
« ſecret,” (for, like every other ſpiritual 
act, it is neither tangible nor viſible, as bo- 
dily ſubſtances are) yet, it cannot be ſaid, 
that it is undefined. In this circumſtance 
therefore, no leſs than in thoſe already diſ- 
cuſſed, it appears, that your Lordſhip has 
formed your view of this notion from the 
repreſentation of its enemies, who, perhaps, 
deſiring to excite your Lordſhip's diflike 
towards it, arrayed it in language which 
perverted its ſimplicity, and diſguiſed its 
truth, inſomuch, that you were prevented 
from juſtly appreciating its merits. 

But, my Lord, it is time for me to cloſe 
the addreſs, which I have the honour to 
preſent to you. Allow me to add, in con- 
cluſion, that in writing to you, I have con- 
ſidered myſelf not as the advocate of an 
individual, but the friend of a great and 
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public cauſe. The evil of Mr. Polwhele's 
conduct does not terminate in Dr. Hawker. 
The example which he has exhibited is to 
be dreaded, becauſe it is contagious :* and 
his impunity may prove an encouragement 
to future enemies of our faith, to attack 
and vilify its moſt active ſupporters. Should 
the ſpirit which has been operating at Ma- 
naccan ſpread unreſtrained through your 
dioceſe, there is no calculating the miſchiefs 
which may be engendered. For the avert- 
ing ſuch evils, we look to your Lordſhip's 
wiſdom and integrity; aſſured, that from 
the active exertion of theſe, the turbulent 
will receive reſtraint, the calumniated will 
obtain vindication, and the friends of reli- 
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An inſtance of this has already appeared. An ob- 
ſcure perſon, of the name of Wotton, obſerving, in the 
caſe of Mr. Polwhele, how eaſy it was to call names and 
ſet up accuſations, would needs commence pamphleteer 
alſo. Mr. P. appears to have hailed his coadjutor with 
great cordiality, and even rates his aſſiſtance highly. 
This we might account for; fince paſſion and prejudice 
might eaſily make a dupe of his taſte, and cheat him into 
an approbation of what his unbiaſſed judgment muſt have 
deſpiſed. But it is difficult to conjecture, how his infa- 
tuation could approximate ſo near to delirium, as to 
prompt Mr. P. to inſult the Biſhop, with repetitions of 
the impertinences and yulgarities of this acute and ſenſible 
Mr, Wotton !!! 
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gion and its miniſters will derive ſolid 
matter of confidence and rejoicing. 


With the aſſurance of my unfeigned 
reſpect, I take my leave; and am, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's obedient Servant, 


8. T. J. 


— 
TREWMAN AND SON, PRINTERS, EXETER, 


